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giron the receipt of your Papers and Confideration of the Sub- 
# | je&,as our hearts were moved with thankfulneſs to God, that 
hath given you ſo great a deſire after the peace of the Church- 
es,and ſo much patience in the Lahours and Travels of ſo ma- 
ny Years, for the obtainmg of it 3 1o we muſt needs reſent ir 
as a thing that ſhould Melt our Hearts within us, that ever 
=! there ſhould need fo miich adve, and that among Chriftians, 
yea the Leaders of Chriſts Flock, to bring them to fo clearand great a Duty 3 
Much morethat after all inch Labours, there 1s no more done. 

For our ſelves, as far as we ca underſtand your defires, we conceive that it is 
in three Particulars, that our return muſt anſwer theirs. Firſt, In giving you our 
thoughts of the deiigne in gene: all. Secondly, In telling you our thoughrs of the 
aiteaſe and cure more particularly. And Laſtly, In offering you our correſpon- 
dence for the time to come,for the contributing our urmoſt allrſtance to the work. 

X, And for the Firſt, There's little needfull ro be ſaid. The defigne doth fo evi- 
dently bear the name of the Piince of Peace, and anſwer the Precepts of his Gol- 
pell, and the Workings of his Spiririn all his Saints , and is fo nappily ſuited to 
his intereſt and to the welliare of his Church, thar it pleads injfciently for it ſelf, 
and needeth not the Teſtimony oi tuch as we. So bleſſed a thing is Peace, anda 
Holy Peace among the Members of the Lody of Chriſt, thar the Enemics and Vio- 
lators ot it do pretend to it, and noneare found that oppoſe it profeſſedly for it 
felf; they all flatrer ir while they fight againſt it, and betray it with a kiſſe, and 
{mile upon it while they are wounding of it, and cxtoll it with the higheſt praiſes 
| while 
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[3] 
while they deſiroy itz condemning themſelves by all that they ſay in its juſtifica-' 
tioh; we ſcarce think that there is 4 man ofall thoſe, where your great unwearied 
Labours have leaſt ſucceeded, and that are obſtinately unpeaceable after ull, bur 


; will joyn wich you in extolling the Concord of rhe Churches, and profeſſe their 


grear deſires after ir,{o that they are all fain from their ſeveral prerenfions to truth 
to fetch theit weapons for. the wounding of our Peace. For Chriſt hath left iran 
undeniable principle; that all his Members are one Body,itito which by one Spi- 
ric we are all Baptized , in which even the more feeble and leſs comely and leſs 

honourable parts have their place, receiving a comelineſs and honour from the 
whole, that there may beno Schiſme in the Body , but the Members ſhould have 
the ſame care one for another, ſuffering with that which ſuffereth, and rejoycing 
with that which is honoured, 1 Gor.12. 12,13, 224 23,24,25426. And the Holy 
Ghoſt hath left it as a certain truth, thar of all theſe Members the moſt Charitable 
is the beſt, 1 Cor.12.31.69 13.13. And thatall men muſt know us to be Chrifts 
Diſciples by our loving one another, F0+.13. 35. & 15.17. That we muſt thus 
be followers of God as Deare Ghildren, and walk in love as Chriſt hath loved us, 

Eph.s.1,2. And certainly he that loveth Got, doth love his Brother alſo, r Fob. 

4.21, and he1s a lyar it he ſay he loyeth God, when he hateth his Brother, Ver/. 

20. Peace mull be followed { and nor only accepred of when offered) as well as 

holineſs, Heb.12.14. And that with all men if it be poſfible, and as much as lieth 
in us, Rom.12,18. 1 Tyeſ.5. 13. The weak in Faich muſt be received, bur not to 

doubrfull Diſputations, Rom.1 4.1. And the ftrong muſt tolerate their infirmities, 
not pleaſing themſelves, bur their neighbours for their Edification, Rom. 15.1,2. 

The lighr of a multirude of fuch paſſages of Scripture doth ſhine ſo bright in the 
faces of the unpeaceable,thar they were not able to ſtand before them, if they 
drew not the veyle of a zeal for ſome pretended truth over rhe face of their moſt 
unchartiable Practices. But the ſelf-appropiated Title of Orth»dox,and the ſtrain- 
ing of Heteradox odious conſequents, from their Brethrens words,will prove but 
inſufficient Fig-leaves to cover the nakedneſs of uncharitable dividers when the 
Lord of Peace ſhall ſearch and judge them... Go on deare Brother , and if Sarah 
ſhonld have leave to hinder your ſucceſs, yer live and dye in this Bleſſed Work, 
and if you havenor more comfort at laſt, in the revenue of theſe your pacificato- 
ry labours, then ſelf-conceited dividers ſhall have in their uncharitable waies , 
then muſt we confeſs that we were ſtrangers to the will-and waies of Chriſt. The 
wiſdome that is from above 1s firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle,cafie to be intrea- 
red : and the irmre of Righteonſnels is by Peace-makers ſown in Peace : but the 
wildome that cherifheth envying and ftrife deſcendeth nor from above , but is 


earthly, ſenſuall, (or naturall) and devilliſh : For where envying and ſtrife is, 


(though piety andOthodox DoEtrine may be pretended )yet there is confuſion( or 
tumulcuouſneſs )and every evill work; and therecorein pretending to beiriend the 
truth, they do bur glory in vain and lye agaioft the truth , and indeed know net 
what Spirit they ate of, Jam. 3.17, 18. v9 15. 15414. | 
X. XK. And for the ſecond Point, I he healing of our wounds ! Oh that we could 
as ſurely accompliſh it,as we can all tell what means are neceflary thereunto. Our 
work 1s not to precurea Communion between rhe viſible Members of Chriſt and 
of Saran, nor a Syncretiſme with any that hold not all thar & eflentiall co Chri- 
ſtjaniry , or that deny anypoint of abſolute neceſſity to Salvation; nor yet to 
draw any'to participate with the trueft Church or Saint in any of their Sins : 
Nor yet is it our preſent bufineſs to changs mens minds from ]nfidelity or —f 
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reſie ts the Faith, that ſo they may be capable of our Communionznor to change 
the differing Opinions ofthe Churches, which is a thing thar we cannot expe&t 
ar preſent : Bur our work is in theſethree particulars. Firſt, To bring the 
true Churches of Chriſt to underſtand cach other to be true Churches, Second- 
ly, To procure that internall Charity which true Chriſtians ſhould have to one- 
another. Thirdly, To procure that exrernall manifeſtation ef this Charity , 
which is their duty, or ſo much ar leaſt as 15 neceſſary to our common ſafety,and 
the Propagation of that trurh which alt profels. And for the firſt of theſe(which 
tle reſt depend upon ) What can we require more of one another, then a Profeſ- 
fon of the Chriſtian Faith;That which we require to prove a ſingle perſon firto 
be a Member ofthe Church, is ir thar we muſt require of whole Churches, and' 
with which we muſt be fatizfied ; which can be nothing bur a profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity,not nullified by contradiRory profeſſions or practices. And | hope we 
are beore this agreed what Chriſtianity is , and what are the Eſſentials of the 
Faith, All theſe Eſſentials wedo all profeſs. We all profeſs to believe the Arti- 
cles of Faith contained inthe Creeds and Confeſſions ofthe Churches, by what 
Teſt ſcever 4 Chriſtian or a Church was known for many hundred Years aſter 
Chriſt, (till Papiſts and Hereticks enlarged or depraved the Creeds,)) by the ſame 
do we all offer our ſelves to be tryed , and may eafily be known to be profeſſed 
Chriſtians, and (being unired with our Paſtors for holy Communion, ) to be 
true Churches of Chriſt. We all take the holy Scriptures for the Rule of our: 
Faith and Lives, and believe it ro be the infallible Word of God. In this Scrip» 
ture all the Effentials of Chriſtianity , (and the Integrals too,)) are plainly ex- 
preſſed, This ruleis Divine, and ſo our Faith 1s Divine. Had we buta hu- 
mane Rule , wecould have but a humane Faith; If any would know our Religi- 
on,. it is hither that we ſend them. Our Confeſſions are bur to latisfte men, of our: 
underſtanding the ſenſe oi paſſages of Scripture : And they are written according 
to the Occaſions of their writing , and therefore with Diverſiry (though nor 
contrariety in any necceflary pcint, ar leaſt )ſpeaking moſt to the Points thar con- 


rentions Call us to ſpeak moſt to, we make none of our Confeſſions the Rule of 


our Faith. Nor do we take any thing in them to be infallible and unalterable, 
further then jr agreeth with the Scripture, which is our Rule. it hath been the 
i unning defign of the Papiſts- (Ut in conventu Thorumi & ſ#piſſime } ro draw us 
to own ſome other Teft of our Religion : and then rhey think they may freely 
diſpurc againſ} it, and charge it with falfity, novelty, &c. whichthey dare not 
charge On the Word of God : And they think by this to ſetus altogether by the 
Ears, while one is for one Confeſlio2 and others for another z Whereas in the 
Scripture weare lnited.. ia 

The great cauſe of our uncharitable cenſures and diviſions; hath been onr de- 
parting from the Antient ſimplicity of Faith , and alto from the ſufficiency of the 
holy Scriptures, to be the Rule and Teſt of our Faith : And till we return to this 
Scripture ſufficiency, and antiens ſimplicity, there is no-hope of the antient Chriſti- 
an Unity and Charity , while proud men muft thruſt-their own Opinions into the 
Churches Creed , or un-Church all that hold nor ſuch Opinions; our peace with- 
r1em wuſt be by calming them, and bringing them to themſelves, and bearing as 
far as may be with their lnfirmity, but not by doing as they do, in lacerating 
the Churches. 

We know it is here objected by the Papiſts and too many more , that-many 
Hcreticks will ſubſcribe.to all that is in the Scriptures. , while they miſinterprer 
ticw, and what's thg conſequent, [ Therefore 
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[ Therefore a plainer Confeſſion 3s neceſſary for men to own that will be accounted Or- 
thedox. | We deny the conſequence. The Scripture is a Rule both plain and per- 


fe. A Heretick may mifinterpret the words of any other Confeſſion as well as 
the words of Scripture. The ſenſe of the counſel of Trent is not yet agreed on 


among the Papiſts. The remedy for Herefie is not to impoſe another Ruſe of 
Faith then Scripture, (as if this were infufficient and we could mend it) but 


to exerciſe Church Government carefully, and ifany be proved to teach any Do- 
&rine contrary to the Scripture, that Magiſtrares and that Paſtors do their parts 
to corre& ſuch and reſtrain them. We might nor make new Confelfions or 
Laws when ever wicked men will mifinterpret or violate the old Ones; the 
perfe&eſt Law may be broken, and the perſeReſt confeſſions miſinterpreted. 
We conclude therefore, that all that ſubſcribe ro the holy Scriptures, and particu- 
larly to all contained in the Antient Creeds ofthe Church , and in the Lords 
Prayer and Decalogue, don ake ſo full a Profeſſion of Chriſtianity , that none 
may reje& them, till they prove by ſome inconſiſtent contradiction that in- 
deed they hold not what they do profeſs. 
And yet wedeny not, but to teach the People, to dire& young Miniſters, to 
top the monrhs of ſſanderous adverſaries , the Confeſlions of the Churches are 
uſefull and-to be approved. And ex abundanti to cure the j=alouſies of difſeaſed 
mindes, weareall ready in every Proteſtant Church to give men a full account of 
our Faith , in plain Confeſſions : bur with this Proteſtation, that only the holy 
Scripture is the Rule of our Faith, and the Teſt of our Religion , and that all 
that is contained in our ſeverall Confeſſions is not Effentiall to a Chriſtian or a 
Church; nor will we juſtife every Term or Merhod of theſe Con'ie:ilions, as- 
perfe& and inculpable ; but as we are certain in the Eflentials and other points 
rhar are plain in Scripture, ſo ior the Jeiſer dark points, we are ready to alter any 
thing of them thar ean be proved contrary to the Scripture Which is our Rule. 
The 39 Articles were lately the Confeiſion of our Churches here in England, 
but now. becanſe of too or three Articles for Ceremonics and Prelacy, this Con- 
feſlion is laid by 3 and not impoſed upon any. And what! have wetherefore- 
changed our Religion, or are the Churches in England, other things and of ano- 
ther Faith. No ſuch marter. Who will affirm it, that knows whar Chriſtiani- 
ty.is? We have the ſame Chriſt, and the iame Rule of Faith and Teſt of our Re- 
ligion ſtill, and hold the ſame Doctrine which thoſe Articles expreſs , though 
we be notall ofa mind in Ceremonies, A Papiſt, PolyJore Virgil, truly ſaith of - 
the Proteſtants, that they are therefore called, Evangelici quod haud a!lain afſpve- 
rent recipiendam efje Legem. que ad animarum ſalutem pertineat, niſ* quam Chriſtus 
aut. Apoſtoli dedifſent. De Invent, Rey. 1. 8. c. 4. p. 410. By the great mercy of 
God we are all agreed in the authority and verity of the Scriptures, and that's 
enough in point of Profeiſion, to prove us tohe of a {ound belief, : bur if we 
think to centre in any Confeſſions thar are not plainly thence extracted, we at- 
temprc a difficulr and needleſs work. Nothing thetore can be pretended againſt. 
our Faith, (rhe rule being ſo perfet and unqueſtioned_) unleſs it be that wenul-. 
lifie this Profetfion by contradictions? and believe not the Scriptare while we. 
think we do believe itz tut they that will condemn any Church on ſuch an ac- 
cuſation , muſt firſt produce their proofe, which muſt not be from rhe words 
ofa ſingle perſon, which none are reſponſable for but himſelf, but it muſt be 
the words of the Church it ſelfe, which they condemn, and it muſt not be from. 
forced, feigned, or undiſcernd conſequences, while the-Church doth expogtly 
AZ aſlert 
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aſſert thoſe traths, which the Accuſers precend they do by conſequencefubyert. 

Such a connexion is there berween Theologicall Verities , thar if no man wete 
atrue believer that holdeth any thing conſequenrially inconfiſtent with an Ar- 
ticle of Faith , it .would be hard to find a believer in the world. Secondly, 
They muſt in reaſon admoniſh the accuſed Church , and hear rhem ſpeak for 
themſelves , and not reje& them till after the firſt and ſecond Admonition , or- 
dinarilyz Biit if all the enemies of the Proteſtant Churches at Roxaz , or Rell, 

ſhould bring forth their evidence to prove them void of the Chriſtian Belief; (for 
we are loath to ſappoſe thar there are any ſuch accuſers among themſelves, ) 

they would all ſhame themſelves, and leave the Churches m poſteſſion of their 
Faith; we can as eafily prove that we are Chriſtians,as the Romaniſts can rthatthey. 
are Papiſts. Fr 

2.And for our ſecond work( to procure mutuall Chariry amongrthe Churches, ) 
This is the work of grace which we may and muſt periwade men to, and leave 
the blelfing to the Lord. Bur we muſt needs ſay, that one of the greateſt cauſes 
of our diviſions, is the admitring of graceleſs unſanttified men imro the Sacred 
Miniſtry ; who being meer Opimoniſts in Religion, and void of that tender love 
to the Brethren, which is the CharaRer of true Chriſtians, are eafily carried 
for the ſake of their Opinions , to condemn and viliie their Brethren, and 
tearand tread down the Churches of Chriſt ; Whereas i! they had ever known 
themſelves, they would have been more compaſſionate co others; and would be 
ſo jealous of their frail underftandings as to be afraid leait rhey condemn them- 
ſelves, by the terms on which they condemn their Brethren : And tfever they 
had been poſſeſſed of the Spirit of Chriſt, they would tiave been taughr of God to 
love the Brethren : and withall rhey would have uaderitood, thar denying them 
to be Brethren, will prove a poor excule for their uncharitablenets. 6. 

And for the third point (of Externall manifeſtation of this' charjty ) we con- 
ceive that in theſe ſeverall waies, its to be done. | 

Firft , If perſons of different Judgments in leſfer Controverftes, do liveneare 
rogether in the ſame Towns or Countries z that they ſhould lovingly joyn toge= 
ther in the ſame' holy Aſſemblies for the worſhiping of God. 

Secondly, Thar if any profefling the ſubſtance of Chriſtianity 3 dare not joyn 
for fear of fin, in the uſe of any Ceremony or Dodrine which they are againſt , 
they ſhould not thereupon be uſed uncharitably, bur have ſuch liberty as 1s eon- 
"_ with the Peace and Welfare of the Ehurehes and Commonwealth where 
they live. 

Thirdly, That the Churches of ſeverall Nations { that have not oportunity of 
lecall Communion )do cheerfully acknowledg one another for the rrue Churchs 
es of Chriſt,and profeſs Chriſtian love. to oneanother,and a readineſs to aſſiſt each 
other to their power, in the common cauſe. _ Be 

In ſome, Deare Brother , We conceive that the means moſt uſeill for the ex- 
pedirious atteynment of theſe endsare theſe two. - Firſt, * Thar the Churches in 
every Nation do in their Synod: recognize their own Confeifions , and alfo re- 
ceive the Confeſſions of other Churches ; and having conſidered of both,do ſend 
to thoſe Churches, whoſe Communion and friendfhip they defire, a double meſ- 
ſage : that is, both an acknowledgment of the truth of thoſe Churches, with a 
profeſſion of our Brotherly love tothem, &c. And allo our defireof the hke 
Brotherly Charity from them-to us. To which end we ſend them the Confeſ- 
fion of our Faith, In order to this it-were to be defired , that our common Con- 


feſſions, 
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7]. 7 
ſeſſions, be in general! the holy Scriptures, and more particularly the Aneicr 
Creeds of the Chareh 5 (if this ſarisfie not) a fuller colle&ion of all,” and only 
the Effentials, and neer adjoyning points of Chriſtianity, and that as much as - 
may be, in the very words of i em : if this cannst be done for wantof time, 
or concerd, then let the preſent Confeſfion of ſuch Churches be ſent as it isz bur 
with this profeſſion, that only rhe Word of Gad is our Rule, and ifany thing 
in our Confeffion be found diſagreeable to that rule , we are ready when we 
underſtand ſo much , tro diſown it and corre it. If you get but the Churches thus 


_ to own each other, and profeſs their Brotherly love and concord, your work is 


done: ſome inch acknowledgment we ſhould all Subſcribe. £.6.| We the Servants 
of Jeſus Chrift, repreſenting rhe Churches of Chrift in England, in our Aſſembly at W. 
having conſidered of the Confeſſion of the Churches of Chriſt in CE.G.) Saxonie, and 
heard of their ſtability in the Chriftian Faith,do heartily own them as the true Churches 
of Chrift , and lovethem as cur dear Brethren inthe Lord , and tabe it for our dutyto 
pray jor them,and praiſe God on their behalf,and aſſiſt them in the common cauſe,accor- 
ding to our ſeverall capacities and opportunities 5 and we earneſtly defire the like Bro- 
therly love and Communion from them, having ſent them our Confeſſion of Faith,and this 
profeſſion of Brotherly love to that end. | SES 

This much of the work is with one ſide Acvally,orVirtually done already.For 
we perceive by the Papers you ſent vs, and by the frequent Prefeſſjons of many 
Reformed Churches,that chey are generally reſolved to own the Churches called 
Lutherans; and for our parts we take it as a thing that Charity allowerh us nor to 

ueſtion {rchough in every point we be not of their mindes ) So that on onepart 
rhe work 1s done already, and, nothing is wanting bur a ſolemn manifeſtation of 
ic, and an invitation of them tothe like Charity and Communion. 

Secondly , The ſecond part of the work to be done is, that thoſe Churches 
which upon theſe Brotherly Invitations , ſhall reje& any neighbour Churches ,. 
and refuſe to own them as Brethren,in Communion,may be defired (as we muſt 
do with particular Members) to ſer down in terms, our of their Confeſſions the 
Herefie or-other fin that they charge them with , as the cauſe of their rejeCtion, 
and hear them ſpeak for themſelves,be{orethey judge them; which if they refuſe, 
we can proceed no further,bur commit our cauſe to -God.as we would do againſt 
the accuſations of any unreaſonable men. Bur if they performe it, we ſhall, 1t 15 
lixe,corre& ſome phraſes that offend them,and explaine others, and give them ſa- 
tis/action 3 Which one would think none ſhould need : when the queſtion is not 
[ Whether we have any errors | (for ſohave the accuſers,and all men on earth) but, 


- | Whether we are true Chriſtians, and Churches of Chriſt, ) which nothing but la- 


mentable darknefs,or frowardnefs can cauſe Brethren to deny. The two chieſeſt 
expedients to ſatisfie, or filence all accuſations would be = 
Firſt, To reduce our Confeſſions as aforeſaid , to Scripture and the Antient 
Creeds,and to Sctipture phraſe. | 
Secondly, And to cauſe ſome judicious moderate men to draw up a diſcourſe 
containing our mutuall agreements, and contraQing our differences, and Expli- 
cating the miſtaken points, and ſhewinghow much of the difference is but ſeem- 


_ ing, how muchbm veball;and that the reallare but in leſſer points,where a dit- 


ference is tollerable and confiſtcat with Chriſtianity and holy Communion.Some 
of us think it no hard matter to manifeſt the diſagreements that are moſt odiouſly 
exagitated, to be farre ſmaller then many on both ſides apprehend them. And 
much is done towards this already , by teverall learned-Pacificators whom you 
haveexcited, | XXX, Having 


—— 


*% | 


Pear Ty 
A '*. 


pr 


pm te 


. 
S 4 23; 
*% ; l þ 
we” Fd * a 5 A 
a. ſe H c . 
4 
. - 
: « IT ON 


Oo u—_ —— 
——_—_— — = a mm —o——ooIo oooh * - 
re er—_— C9 —U—G—_——___—T COS 0 


-Having thus fhewed yougur thoughts « 
cular; what remains but that,wereturn you oor hear 


PEBTL9es Brethren in the Faith and Patience of the Goſpell 


_ Subſcribed in the Name, and by the Appointment of the Aſſembly of - the Aſ- 


ſociated Minifgers of Worceſter-Shire, held atWorcefter, Auguſt. 6+ x5 58.. 


- "By us Richard Baxter, Paſtor ofthe C hurch at Kederminſter. Fobn Borafton, Pa- 
ſtof-of the Chusch at Bewdly, Thymas Wright Paſtor of the Churchar Hartlebuyy.. 
Giles Collyer Paſtor ofthe Charch at Blockley.George Hophins,Paſtor of the Church 


eq Eveſham, Foſeph Trebell, Paſtor of the Church at Church-Le neh, 


lit 


—O— 


:::Deare Brother: - 


E | Hongh,our. particular Aſſociations meet once a moneth , yer our general 
+ M 


your "Our Brethren are chankfull for your great 'Reſpe& in Communi 


ting of your Papers concerning fo ſweet and defirable athing as the Concord of 


the Churches. I concaive the way that we have here expreſſed will be by farre 
the moſt exp:dirious, namely for the moſt peaccable Churches to begin and fend 
ro the reſt. Firſt,,A Confellion of their Faith. (as much as may bin Scripture 
phraſe, -thatit may make no quarrels, ) And Secondly, With it fach a Profeſſion 
of Brotherhood and Communion, as in the Formula we have expreſſed ; andif 
this be accepted, that we defire a return of the like from them. When this is done 
the work is done, (fave only.that the Recording this by their $ynods, and Im- 
proving it by their Princes and Diyines' muſt help forth the” fruits ofic. ) If rhey 


_ deny this, they muſt he defired to ſer down in their Accuſation the Reaſons on 


which they deny us their Communion '; which when we have received, its two 
to one but we ſhall, partly by corre&ing our Expreſſions which offend, and part- 
ly by exMaining them, and partly by manifeſting their Miſtakes, give ſome ſariſ- 
faQion.If this way will not do, I think no way will, bur Princes correRipn of [n- 
remperate Divines. We-may calmlier thus ſatisfie them by Writings then by-con-" 
fuſed debates in great AſſemHb'ies,and You,or I may not hope tolive to ſeean Aſ- 

ſewbly;of all or moſt of the Churches for this Work. The Lord direQ, ſtreng- 


, 


then and proſper you inthis bleſſed Work, I reſt 
Auguſt 18th . E . IM = 


Tour unworthy Brother | 
41658. 


LEE RICHARD BAXTER. 
INSCRIPTION. 


To my Reyerend and mich Honoured Brother Mr Fohn Duery, Preacher of 
b ads, the. Goſpell in LONDON, this deliver. 


FIN168. 


; ering being buronce a quarter , I could no ſooner diſpateh an Anſwer to. . 


